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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to Investigate: 1) socio-economic attributes of people participation
in the conservation of Mae Khan community forest; 2) factors related to people participation In Mae
Khan community forest conservation; and 3) problems encountered and suggestion of people
participating in the conservation of Mae Khan community forest. The sample group in This study
consisted of 343 household heads in Nam Bor Luang Obtained by simple random sampling. A set of
semi-structured Questionnaires was used for data collection and analyzed by Using Multiple regression
and content analysis.

Results of the study revealed that more than one-half of the respondents (56.60%) were male,
married, Bachelor’s degree Graduates, and 39.29 years old on average. Each respondent occupied area
of 16.55 rai on average and 61.80 percents were mainly engaged in agriculture with an annual income
of 439,603.49 bath. Most of the respondents (70.00%) attend a training and educational trip. They
contracted the agricultural extension worker twice a year (60.30%) and joined community activities
once a year (65.11%). Few of the respondents (8.20%) were volunteers. Less than one-half of the
respondents (30.00%) perceived news about forest conservation through television. The respondents
had been living in their community for 33.91 years on average. As a whole, the respondents had a
highest level of the participation in the forest conservation (X=1.24). Based on its details, the following
were found at a highest level: project implementation, benefit sharing and decision-making (X=4.29
X=4.24 and X=4.22, respectively). It was found that the following had a relationship with the participation

in the forest conservation: training, agricultural extension worker contact and news/ information perception.
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For problems encountered, the following were found: lack of knowledge, skill, and experience
about forest conservation both in Planning and implementation. The respondents suggested that their
community leaders should ask for support from the public sector in terms of budgets and knowledge
extension.

Keywords: Participation, conservation of forest resource, Mae Khan community forest
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Table 1 Average and level of public participation in community forest conversation as a whole

(n=343)
Participation in forest resource management X SD Level of participation
1. Decision 4.22 0.34 Highest
2. Performance 4.29 0.29 Highest
3. Receiving Benefits 4.24 0.33 Highest
4. Follow-up assessment 4.20 0.31 High
Total 4.24 0.24 Highest
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X1 (), X2 (218), X3 (@1Un W), X4 (sgau
nsan®), X5 (81Tn), X6 (318l9), X7 (Sruiuiienses
fifw), X8 (Msfneusa), X9 (M3fnderdmtii), X10
(MITIUAINTIUYNYY), X11 (ﬂmﬂuam%mju), X12
(Ms3uiteyatnans) uaz X13 (szeznanilendoe
Tug)

Table 2 The correlation matrix between independent and overall participation variables was used in

the analysis

Variable PART X1 X2 X3 X4 X5 X6 X7 X8 X9 X100 X1t X12
X1 011

X2 -014  -046

X3 -021  -049 268"

X4 077 059 -048 021

X5 015 037 104 -012 053

X6 -004 040 115" 063 -024 -093

X7 -023 132" 055 -062 -065 -009 .363"

X8 -051 -020 .062 087 -054 -026 .043 -047

X9 1567 087 -030 -038 4317 -038 -037 -056 -.050

X10 1797 011 -030 .051 -024 -122° .194° 025 .003 .083

X11 072 051 072 .057 .388" -008 .03¢ 015 -098 .331" .039

X12 101" 074 .003 056 .085 -020 .092 008 .054 108" 155" 127

X13  -075 -048 463" 172" -330" 016 .048 103 -066 -148" 031 -143" -056
Remarks: * = significant (p<0.05) ** = highly significant (p<0.01)
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Table 3 Analysis of the relationship between personal, socioeconomic factors and participation in Mae

Khan forest conservation

Participation in forest resource management

Independent Variable
b t sig

1. Sex .002 .064 .949
2. Age .000 .088 .930
3. Status .004 133 .894
4. Education -016 -.462 .645
5. Occupation .001 .051 .959
6. Income 8.774E-8 1.022 .308
7. Amount of land held .000 -.487 626
8. Group Membership -012 -814 416
9. Receiving Training 051 2.884" .004
10. Contacting Staff .050 3.419" .001
11. Participating in community activities .021 .502 616
12. Receiving Information .005 1.820° .050
13. Length of stay in the community -.001 -.934 351
Constant 4.330 51.078 .000
R’ 0.446 (44.6%)
F 16.720

Sig. F 0.000
Remarks: * = significant (p<0.05) ** = highly significant (p<0.01)
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