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Abstract

The main objective of this research is to study the production and marketing of
farmers in the beekeeping farmer group in Phatthalung Province. Based on a sample of
130 people, data were collected by questionnaire. The results found that the most
farmers in the beekeeping farmer group were males with an average age of 54.65 years,
and graduated from primary school. Beekeeping was a supplemental income of the
farmers. The average of household members was 3.88 people per household with an
average of 2 workers per household and with an average area of apiculture of 14.07 rai.
There are two types of beekeeping: traditional and an innovative beekeeping. The popular
type of honey production was a traditional beekeeping. An average number for honey

harvesting of the traditional beekeeping and an innovative beekeeping was 1.46 and 2.63
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times per year, respectively. Honey Bee farms were located in rubber plantation area
with sufficient food sources. Overall, honey was manually harvested using equipment to
protect beekeepers. Products of honey have distributed to customers through the direct
farm and online shops. A 750 cubic centimeter bottled honey was distributed for retail
price of 500 baht and for wholesale price of 350 baht. A 250 cubic centimeter bottled
honey has distributed for retail price of 250 baht and for wholesale price of 230 baht.
However, these honey products are not branded. Moreover, the average incomes of the
traditional beekeeping and the innovative beekeeping were 11,905.70 and 18,337.50 baht
per year, respectively. Therefore, relevant agencies should transfer knowledge of
production, marketing, product processing including increasing or creating opportunities
for beekeepers to learn and practice skills and has continued to develop marketing.

Keywords: Thai honey bees, production, marketing, beekeeper
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Production patterns of farmers in the beekeeping farmer group in Phatthalung

n=130

Traditional Innovative

Subject matter

quantity percentage quantity percentage

Thai beekeeping model 122 93.85 8 6.15
Number of bee bait crates for farmers
less than 5 crates 28 22.95 7 87.50
6 — 10 crates 36 29.51 0 0.00
11 - 15 crates 18 14.75 0 0.00
16 - 20 crates 20 16.39 1 12.50
21 - 25 crates 6 4.92 0 0.00
26 - 30 crates 6 4.92 0 0.00
more than 31 crates 8 6.56 0 0.00
Average farmer’s honey bee crates 15.98 crates 9.13 crates
Standard deviation (S.D.) 19.29 12.72 s
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Table 1
province (Cont.)

Production patterns of farmers in the beekeeping farmer group in Phatthalung

n=130

Traditional Innovative

Subject matter

quantity percentage quantity percentage

Number of harvesting times per year

1 time 66 54.10 0 0.00
2 times 56 45.90 4 50.00
3 times 0 0.00 3 37.50
4 times 0 0.00 1 12.50
Average number of harvesting times per year 1.46 times 2.63 times
Standard deviation (S.D.) 0.50 0.74
Amount of honey production per harvesting cycle
less than 2 kg 65 53.28 3 37.50
3-4ke 56 45.90 4 50.00
5-6 ke 1 0.82 0 0.00
7-8ke 0 0.00 0 0.00
9-10 ke 0 0.00 1 12.50
Average amount of honey production 2.69 kg 3.57 ke
per harvesting cycle
Standard deviation (S.D.) 1.36 2.77
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Table 2 Adistribution channels of farmers in the beekeeping farmer group in Phatthalung

province
n=130
Honey distribution Yes No
channel quantity percentage quantity percentage
Farm 119 91.54 11 8.46
Online channel 28 21.54 102 78.46
Sell through group 18 13.85 112 86.15
Community market 13 10.00 117 90.00
Trade show 9 6.92 121 91.54
Middleman 1 0.77 129 99.23
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