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Abstract

This study was conducted to investigate: 1) operational participation of the community
enterprise group members; 2) factors effecting the operational participation of the
community enterprise group members; and 3) problems encountered and suggestions
of the community enterprise group members. The sample group consisted of 256 members
of the community enterprise group. Data were collected by using a set of questionnaires,
statistical techniques used were percentage, arittamatic mean, standard divation and
multiple regression analysis. Results of the study revealed that most of the respondents
had never joined the educational trip on community enterprise and they did not have
any social position. However, it was found that they had a high level of the participation
in operation of the community enterprise (X = 4.07). In this respect, assessment was found
to have the highest average mean score and followed by planning and management,

production and marketing, and benefit sharing, respectively. In addition, the following
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factors had an effect on the operational participation of the respondents with a statistical
significance level; household income, time span of being the community enterprise
member, social position and household debt. The following were problems encountered,;
1) there was no systematic planning and management; 2) member did not have knowledge
about marketing having an effect on a small sale volume; 3) compensation was not in
the form of income; and 4) results of the assessment were not as expected. For suggestion,
the following should be done; 1) holding a monthly meeting to monitor operational
outcomes for continual planning; 2) adding markets outside the area, online marketing
and joining the Thai post on product selling; and 3) clear agreement on benefit allocation.

Keywords: Participation, community enterprise, Lamphun
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Operational participation of the community enterprise group members, Pasang

(n=256)
Operational participation of the X o
community enterprise group members >0 Description

1. Planning and management 4.12 0.45 High
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3. Receiving benefit 391 0.53 High
4. Evaluation 4.18 0.45 High
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Table 2 Factors affecting operational participation of the community enterprise group

members, Pasang district, Lamphun province

Independent variables

Dependent variable

The operational participation of the

community enterprise group members

B t Sig.
1. Gender (GEN) .010 218 .828
2. Age (AGE) .004 1.092 275
3. Educational attainment (EDU) -014 271 786
4. Marital status (STAT) -.091 -1.399 163
5. Number of household members (FEM) 014 374 709
6. Number of household labors (LAB) -.035 -790 430
7. Number of Dependent Family Members (DEP) -.013 -.359 720
8. Number of household land holdings (AREA) .009 1.176 240
9. Household income (INCOME) 1.469E-6 2.589 011
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Table 2 Factors affecting operational participation of the community enterprise group

members, Pasang district, Lamphun province (Cont.)

Independent variables

Dependent variable

The operational participation of the

community enterprise group members

B t Sig.
10. Amount of household debts (DEBT) -6.988E-7  -3.770 000"
11. Number of information awareness about -.007 -.500 617
community enterprise (INFOR)
12. Number of contacts with agricultural extension .042 1.583 114
officers (CONTACT)
13. Period of membership of the community 129 5.680 .000"
enterprise group (MEM)
14. Number of attendances at community -.042 -1.790 074
enterprise group meetings (MEET)
15. Number of participations in a study visit on .025 621 535
community enterprises (VISIT)
16. Social position (POSIT) 192 3.339 001"
Constant 3.464 13.194 000"
R = 0.264 (26.40%) F =8.603 Sig. of F = 0.000

Remarks * Statistically significant level at 0.05, ** Statistically significant level at 0.01
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