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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) farmer’s personal characteristics,
social and economic information, 2) farmer’s knowledge, attitude and practice of organic
agriculture, 3) factors influencing farmer’s practice of organic agriculture standards and
4) problems and recommendations on organic farming of organic vegetable farmers in
Vientiane, Lao PDR. Data were collected with questionnaire from sample group of 160
farmers and analyzed by using descriptive statistics and inferential statistics.

The research found two-thirds of farmers (68.13%) were female with average age of
45.55 years, half of them (53.12%) graduated higher than primary level. The farmers had
an average 3.16 rai of organic agriculture area, which earned 218,775 Baht per year of
family income during 6.91 years in average of organic farming experience, received
agricultural information 2.97 time a month and participated in agricultural training 2.68
time per year. The farmers possessed a medium knowledge (X = 15.24), while their attitude

toward organic farming were at a high level (X =4.21), leading their practice of organic
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agriculture as a whole were also at a high level (X =4.20). There were five factors influencing
farmer’s practice according to organic agriculture standards (Sig<.05) consisted organic
farming area, receiving agricultural information, agricultural training or trip, knowledge and
attitude on organic agriculture. Most of farmers had problems on organic farming included
disease and pest protection, lack of production factor and unstable market. Thereby,
some of them recommended to relevant agencies should continuously encourage
agricultural knowledge and useful information, support grant for agricultural input such
as organic seed and fertilizer as well as allocation of stable market which could help
them to produce according to standards efficiently.

Keywords: practice, organic vegetable, organic agriculture standards, Lao PDR
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Table 1 Level of vegetable farming practice according to organic agriculture standards
of farmers
(n=160)
Organic Agriculture Standards X SD. Practicing Level
1. Organic Farm Management 4.26 339 High
2. Conversion period Standards 4.32 341 High
3. Choice of Crops and Varieties 4.10 376 High
4. Soil, Water and Fertilizer Management 4.19 322 High
5. Prevention and Control of Diseases, Insects  4.13 .348 High
and Weeds

Total 4.20 .268 High

Remarks: 4.51-5.00 = Highest, 3.51-4.50 = High, 2.51-3.50 = Moderate, 1.51-2.50 = low, 1.00-1.50 =

Lowest
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Table 2 Results of the multiple regression analysis of independent variables and vegetable

farming practice according to organic agriculture standards

Dependent Variable

Independent Variables

Vegetable farming practice according to

organic agriculture standards of farmers

B t Sig.
1. Gender -.022 -509 611
2. Age .000 -.247 .805
3. Education level .038 970 334
4. Marital status -.055 -761 .448
5. Family member .001 .090 .928
6. Number of labors .003 .250 .803
7. Organic farming area -.028 -3.279 .001%**
8. Crops and varieties -.001 -566 572
9. Total income 1.964E-7 1.379 170
10. Indebtedness 017 394 694
11. Organic farming experience .008 1.853 066
12. Participation in community group -.065 -1.768 .079
13. Receiving agricultural information .021 2.494 .014%
14. Agricultural training or trip .015 2.214 .028%*
15. Knowledge of organic farming .025 4.625 .000%*
16. Attitude towards organic farming .499 9.073 .000%*

R* = 693 (69.30%) F =8245 Sig. F = .000%*

Remarks: * Statistically significant level at 0.05, ** Statistically significant level at 0.01
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