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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate a level of self-reliance of food processing community
enterprises in Sing Buri province. Five aspects of self-reliance were taken into consideration:
technology, economy, natural resources, spirit and society. The sample group comprised
51 food processing community enterprise groups and each group had the president, the
secretary the treasurer and group members. Each group was considered as unit of analysis.
Interview schedule was used for data collection and analyzed by using descriptive statistics:
frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation. Results of the study revealed that
most of the informants 80.5 percent were female, 53.6 years old on average and elementary
school graduates. The informants had a yearly income for 167,692 baht but most of them
82.2 percent had debts. They had an experience in joining a community enterprise group
for 5.1 years on average. Most of the informants perceived information about community
enterprises through agricultural extension workers. The informants had a high level of

knowledge and understanding about community enterprise and they strongly agreed to
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its tasks, regarding self-reliance of food processing community enterprises in Sing Buri
province, it was found that, as a whole, they had a high level of self-reliance. Based on
its details they had a highest level of self-reliance in terms of natural resources, The
following aspects were found at a high level : spirit society and technology, respectively.
Some community enterprise groups had a financial problem for their operation and
marketing/management still be main problems. They suggested that concerned agencies
should extend knowledge to the food processing community enterprises groups on the
basis of finance, management and marketing for progress product development.

Keywords: Self-reliance, community enterprise, food-processing
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socio — economic attributes of the informants

(n=51)

socio — economic attribute

Lowest Highest x S.D. %

Description

Sex: Female

Age (year) 30
Educational (attainment) 6
Household income (baht/year)
Debts

Experience in joining state 1
community enterprise group (year)

68 53.65
15 8.77
90,000 300,000

12 5.11

80.50
3.92
1.56
167,692.80 41544.22

82.20
1.80

Perception of information about community enterprises

(more than one answer is allowed)

- Community leader (sub-district/
village head)

- Agricultural worker

- Television

- Brochure

- Training/Educational trip

- Online media

Knowledge and understanding 10
about community enterprises
(score)

Attitude towards tasks community
enterprises

13 12.12

74.3

95.9
35
7.0

37.0
7.0

0.35 High

4.56 0.14 Strongly

agree

Remarks: The computation of a level of a Knowledge and understanding about community enterprise

was on the basis of 13 question items (true or false) A correct answer got a score of 1 whereas a wrong

answer got a score of 0 (zero)
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Table 2 self-reliance of the food-processing community enterprise groups

(n=51)
Self-reliance S.D Description

Technology 3.88 0.56 High
Economic 4.01 0.48 High
Natural resource 4.58 0.56 Highest
Spirit (Mind) a.27 0.32 High
Society 4.05 0.30 High

Total 4.16 0.38 High

Remarks: 4.21-5.00 = Highest, 3.41-4.20 = High, 2.61-3.40 = Moderate, 1.81-2.60 = Low, 1.00-1.80 =

Lowest
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Table 3 self-reliance of the food-processing community enterprise groups in terms of

Technology
(n=51)
Self-reliance x S.D  Description
Technology
1. your group employs local technology wisdoms for  4.47 0.67 Highest
production
2. your group employs new technology suitable for  4.09 0.85 Hich
production
3. your group can manage technology using 4.11 0.76 Hich
4. your group can apply technology to communication,  3.98 0.67 Hich
data retrieval, and public relations
5. your group is knowledgeable in various technology  3.78 0.75 Hich
using for production
6. your group has technology/machines for production  3.62 0.74 High
7. your group can fix or maintain technology 3.35 0.62 Moderate
8. your group adopts modern technology together with ~ 3.64 0.52 Hich
local wisdoms for production
Total 3.88 0.56 High

Remarks: 4.21-5.00 = Highest, 3.41-4.20 = High, 2.61-3.40 = Moderate, 1.81-2.60 = Low, 1.00-1.80 =

Lowest
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Table 4 self-reliance of the food-processing community enterprise groups in terms of
economic
(n=51)
Self-reliance x S.D  Description
Economic
1. your group has adequate incomes for livelihoods 3.98 0.67 High
2. your group regularly has savings 4.07  0.56 High
3. your group can produce products forincome generating  4.03  0.59 High
4. your group has stock mobilization and circulating 4.23 0.61 High
money in the group
5. your group has enough production factors 4.01 0.46 High
6. your group can access to capital sources and loans 3.72 0.69 High
for production
Total 4.01 0.48 High

Remarks: 4.21-5.00 = Highest, 3.41-4.20 = High, 2.61-3.40 = Moderate, 1.81-2.60 = Low, 1.00-1.80 = Lowest
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Table 5 self-reliance of the food-processing community enterprise groups in terms of

Natural resource

(n=51)
Self-reliance x S.D Description
Natural resource
1. your group can find something to replace what is used up  4.49  0.70 Highest
2. your group utilizes resource carefully 450 0.67 Highest
3. your group has enough resource for production and can  4.50  0.64 Highest
find something to replace its
4. your group mainly uses existing resource in the community  4.60  0.56 Highest
for production
5. your group maintain natural resources to be in balance 4.78 0.41 Highest
Total 4.58 0.56  Highest

Remarks: 4.21-5.00 = Highest, 3.41-4.20 = High, 2.61-3.40 = Moderate, 1.81-2.60 = Low, 1.00-1.80 =

Lowest
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Table 6 self-reliance of the food-processing community enterprise groups in terms of

spirit (Mind)
(n=51)
Self-reliance X S.D Description

Spirit (Mind)
1. co-problem solving among group members 421 0.54 High
2. good care-taking among group members 449 0.50 Highest
3. livelihoods under sufficiency economy among group 4.33  0.55 High

members
4. listening to opinions of other among group members 4.39  0.49 High
5. pretting the importance on teamwork among group members  4.05  0.30 High
6. your group is proud to produce products by local 4.13 0.34 High

workforce and using resource existing in the community

Total 4.27 0.32 High

Remarks: 4.21-5.00 = Highest, 3.41-4.20 = High, 2.61-3.40 = Moderate, 1.81-2.60 = Low, 1.00-1.80 =

Lowest
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Table 7 self-reliance of the food-processing community enterprise groups in terms of

society
(n=51)
Self-reliance x S.D  Description
Society
1. your community can work together for productionand  32.90  0.41 High
various activities
2. people in your community help one another 417 043 High
3. people/many parties in your community work together  3.88  0.43 High
for production
4. people in your group learn together and rely on each 4.23  0.47 High
other
5. your group puts the importance on public sharing 4.09  0.30 High
Total 4.05 0.30 High

Remarks: 4.21-5.00 = Highest, 3.41-4.20 = High, 2.61-3.40 = Moderate, 1.81-2.60 = Low, 1.00-1.80 =

Lowest
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